CHAPTER THIRTEEN
THE PARLIAMENT BILL [1911]
THE failure of the Party conference was announced
by Asquith in the House of Commons, to the no
small relief of the vast majority of both Liberals and
Conservatives; and the position automatically reverted to
what it had been on the eve of the death of King Edward*
The Prime Minister had pledged himself to his followers
not to recommend a dissolution and a second election within
the year without first having obtained from King George a
promise that, in the event of another Liberal victory at the
polls, enough new peers would forthwith be created to
swamp all opposition in the House of Lords, and to ensure
the passage of the Parliament Bill into law.  On November
nth, Asquith visited the King at Sandringham and laid
the situation before him* and on November 16th, accom-
panied by Lord Crewe, he repaired to Buckingham Palace
to receive the King's answer.  Quite clearly it was the
constitutional duty of the Sovereign to act on the advice of
his Ministers in such a conjuncture; and whatever personal
disinclination George V may have had to inflict such
ignominy upon the House of Lords, he perceived it to be
so, and without hesitation gave the required " guarantees",
What passed between ^ the King and the Premier at this
historic interview was not disclosed until the following
year; for to publish it then and there would inevitably have
meant malting the Sovereign's action a topic of debate during
the forthcoming election; and furthermore, if the Peers